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MARKED FOR MUSIC

The sixth edition of International Jazz Day celebration by Bangalore School of Music
shifts toa brand new venue, this weekend

{1E BANGCALORE

ol HOODL of Music

(BSM) is all set to

organise the sixth edi-

tion of mternational
Jazz Day Bengaluru, The line up
[or this edition features seven to
eight bands and ensembles, The
event also features The Sunshine
Orchestra Brass Ensemble from
the AR Eahman Foundation in
Chennal. WetalktoJagadeesh ME,
founder of world fusion ensemble
MoonArra and head of the Jazz
and Contemporary Department,
The Bangalore School of Music to
Enow more about the upcoming
performance, his future projects
and more...

"We are organising as well as
performing in the upcoming
Infernational Jazz Day celebra
tions. This is the sixth year that
[ BSEM)has been conducting the fes-
tival. Jazz Day itsell is just like 10
or 11 vears old. Due to my interest
in jazz and performing jazz in vari
ous places, we have been observing
I'mternafionalJazz Day to conting-
puslyworkwiththecommunityhere
and spread the message of jazz.”
Jagadeesh begins.

One of the periormances o look
forward to is by The Sunshine
Orchestra Brass Ensemble.
“The ensemble is headed by Lisa
Sarasini from the UK. She is from
the London Symphony Orchestra
and has bean working withsocially
disadvaniaged children, getiing
them toperform. [ wasreallyblown
away after seeing their perfor-
mance and asked them to be part
of thefestival,” Jagadeesh adds.

Talking about how the sixth edi
tlonal theupeoming festival 1sdlf-
ferent from the past editions, the
founderof MoonArrasays,”Thisis
thefirst time that theevent istaking
place at Bangalore International
Centre (BI1C), which [ believe 1s one
of best-Enown cultural venues in
Bengaluru. They have an excell ent
team who take care of everything
We have been working with them
for almost a year now and I love
the collaboration.”

The event features many ensem
bles from the clty including Jazz
Revival by Dr Thomas Chandy,
BEM Contemporary Students’
Ensemble, MoonArra, Suvankar
Ghosh Trio and more. Giving a
sneak peak on what the andience
can expect at the performance
Jagadeesh sayvs, “The audience
can expect great jazz. Most bands
will be playing pieces that will be
very familiar to people who follow
jazz, Mo one performance will be
the same.™

Being part of the organising
team, it is important to decide who
will perform and how many bands
will perform. Jagadeesh lets us in
on how hedecided to go with seven
bands. "Last yvear, we hosted the
festival for two days and we were
able to accommod ate a lotof hands.
This vear, some bands were not
available becanse they were play
ing somewhereelse. S0, we decided
to narrow it down to seven hands
You can't have more than that
becaunse each band needs about 30
to 40 minutes on the stage. So, if we
hadtostartby 2pmandcomfortably
end by 8.30pm or % pm, we had to set

that limit."

Moving the conversation to
The Sunshine Orchestra Brass
Ensemble being a part of the fes
tival, the guitarist says, “I start-
ed following them recenily I had
received an e-mail from Lisa some
time ago where she was inquir-
ing about doing something at
The Bangalore School of Music. |
asked her the timelines she was
looking at, to which she replied
as June, Then | told her about per-
forming on Infernational Jazz
Day. she then gave her conllr-
mation and started working on
the performance.”

The idea of having the
Internafional Jazz Day cele
brations In Bengaluru fruited
when Jagadeesh, along with his
ensemble MoonArra, performed
in xoa In 2011 on the occasion of
Internafional Jazz Day,. Then
finally in 2018, the first edition
of the festival took place in the
city.

'In terms of (BS5A), this will
be the last event afier which we
close for holidays in May and
reopen in June. June and July
will be all about new students
and admissions, then after all
that dust settles, we will start
working on evenis in October
or November,” Jagadeesh con-
cludes,

Entry free. April 29

At Bangalore Infernational
Centre, Domlur.
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